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2025-2026 has been another busy year for the orchestra, which continues to attract 
new players across all sections - critical for the sustainability of the orchestra for 
years to come. We have had continued strong support from our members, taking on 
committee roles and other vital volunteer roles, which help to lighten the load and 
bring resilience into running the orchestra. A big thank you to all those who give up 
their time to support, including all those able to help publicize our concerts far and 
wide!
Our September concert of English composers was a delight. The Fantastia on a 
Theme of Thomas Tallis by Vaughan Williams was inspiring to be part of, while 
Malcolm Arnold's Peterloo Overture was new to many - but was an amazing piece. 
We finished with Elgar's Symphony no. 1 which required significant focus from us 
all, but was a big hit with the audience.  

The start of 2026 saw the annual workshop, which was a great success. We 
thought that the selection of Elgar 1 was a challenge in 2025, but Walton 1 
surpassed that brilliantly...but what an amazing opportunity for players of a wide 
range of experience and abilities to play such a remarkable piece.  

After the Easter mass in the cathedral, the benefits of having studied the Walton at 
the workshop became apparent with the orchestra performing the sympony at the 
May concert beautifully; it really is a difficult piece in the orchestral repetoire but I 
was delighted with how well the orchestra took on the challenge. Combined with the 
Beethoven Egmont overture and then the Beethoven triple concerto, it was a night 
to remember. 

What has become clear this year, however, is the continued difficulties of rising 
venue / hire costs alongside unpredictable audience numbers and how this impacts 
the finances of concerts. The committee continue to work hard on balancing the 
goal of selecting music which is interesting and challenging for our players, with 
repetoire which will engage our audience as well as introducing as many 
community members to the joy of music - all at a suitable cost point. It remains a 
focus as we move into 2026-2027, budgeting for concerts, checking comparable 
organisation ticket prices but also being aware that as a Charity, our goal is to 
remain financially viable rather than make a profit on every concert. 

As in 2025, we have had sadness in the year, losing one of our past players - 
Marlen (viola). She played with the orchestra for many years, and was known to 
many given her years teaching music in the area. She was an inspiration to so 
many and we miss her greatly.



And so now onto another year of music making, with exciting programmes - 
including the upcoming September concert with a new commission, which is always 
fantastic to be involved with and is one of the reasons the orchestra was first 
established. Thank you to all who make this orchestra to special, and enjoy the year 
to come!

Katy Baker


