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Forthcoming Events

e Sat 7 Mar 09: Russia
from Romance to Ruin

Ely Cathedral 7.30pm.

Works by Tchaikovsky,
Rimsky-Korsakov and
Shostakovich.

Prices: £15, £12

Preferential advance
booking for Friends,
12th to 24th January.

Plus 10% discount.

Apply Ely Cathedral Box
Office Tel: 01353
660349.

e Sun 12 April 09:
Easter Day Mass

Ely Cathedral 10.30am.

Ely Sinfonia provides a
chamber orchestra at this
Easter moming celebration.

¢ Sun 28 June 09
Sutton Church 7.30pm

Works by Mozart,
Copland, Rossini and Arvo
Part.
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ELY SINFONIA has received
a real boost - thanks to the
enthusiasm of music iovers
in Ely and Cambridgeshire.

Many supporters have signed
up to become Friends of Ely

| Sinfonia, which was officially
| launched at the orchestra’s

| concert at Ely Cathedral on

| 4th October 2008.

i Raphael Wallfisch, the

| celebrated intemational

| cellist, attracted a full

i audience and his warm and

| expressive playing defied the
chill of the evening.

The concert, which

| celebrated English
composers, opened in a
light-hearted vein with
Malcolm Armold’s Four
Scottish Dances. This was
followed by a new work by

Honorary President: Raphael Wallfisch Artistic Director: Steve Bingham

David Briggs: his
Organ Concerto,
written for
Blackbum cathedral
in 2004. Edward
Taylor, former Ely
chorister and at the
time of the concert RS
Postgraduate Organ &
Scholar at the
cathedral, was more
than up to the technical
demands of the piece which
contained musical references
to Strauss, Poulenc and
Cochereau and showed off
to magnificent effect the
range of the instrument.

After the interval the
orchestra played the
symphonic impression, In
the Fen Country, a
beautifully atmospheric
piece by Vaughan Williams,
composed at age 32 but re-
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Raphael Wallfisch acknowledges the applause

orchestrated 30 years later.

However, the climax of an
exciting concert was Elgar's
cello concerto. Popular it
rightly is, but Raphael
Wallfisch gave it a fresh
depth and intensity as well
as immense warmth of tone.
To have such an eminent
soloist marked a milestone
for the orchestra, and fully
justified the vision and hard
work of conductor Steve
Bingham.

Raphael Wallfisch has
greatly honoured the
orchestra by agreeing to
become its Honorary
President. This has given all
connected with Ely Sinfonia

| a huge sense of pride.

In addition, he has offered
to give a recital in 2009 of

Maestro honours Sinfonia

the Bach cello suites, as an
inaugural gift.

Tickets, to raise funds, will
be available to the public,
but the concert will be

FREE for our Friends.

Details to follow.
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Spotlight on Robin Moore

ROBIN'’s management capabilities
were quickly recognised when he was co-
opted onto Ely Sinfonia’s committee in
2000. His two sons had played cello and
violin in the early years of the orchestra, so
he already had personal links; but it's a fair
guess that he can have had no idea what
his job would become.

A pile of 78s

Robin is not a professional musician. “None
of my family was involved in music, but we
used to have a very old gramophone and a
pile of 78s with Tchaikovsky etc which I
loved to listen to.”

All his children are musical. The youngest,
Edward, now sings professionally with a
choir in London, while Nick (cello, piano
and voice) and Kate (flute) are gifted
amateurs.

Essex boy

Robin can hardly be described as your
standard Essex prototype even if he was
bom in Iiford and lived in Chelmsford and
Saffron Walden prior to coming to the
Fens. His early training as a Chartered
Librarian and experience as Senior
Librarian for the Guildhall School of Music
and Drama held him in very good stead for

Seasonal cheer

THE village halls of Ickleton and
Stetchworth, East Cambs, were
packed for two concerts of Christmas
music on Sunday 7 December 2008.

Steve Bingham said: "It was a great
success and there was lots of good
feedback from younger audience
members. Chris Brannick, on
percussion, was a great hit.”

his dealing with the organising and hiring
of orchestral music. In 1978 Robin
switched careers and became a Licensee
and Restaurateur at Sutton Gault for three
successful decades. Perhaps his flair for
organising the orchestral tea-breaks can be
directly related to his catering expertise!

Plusses and minuses ?

The downside of the job has been the vast
amount of time spent at the computer -
and the annoying habit of a few players to
fail to check information already provided!
However, he says the upside is “the music,
the players and the audiences’ faces at the
end of the concerts”. Both these responses
indicate just why he has been so good at
his job.

at Stetchworth

Robin Moore delighted children and
adults alike as the narrator in 7he
Snowman (music by Howard Blake).

Corelli's Christmas Concerto and
several carols added to the
enjoyment.

Enabling the orchestra to give
concerts outside Ely is one of the uses
of the funds generated by the Friends.

More than a day a week

As the orchestra has become more
ambitious, so Robin’s job has mushroomed.
It regularly requires over a day a week,
and considerably more when a concert
approaches. The Committee has recognised
that some of his work-load must pass onto
other shoulders and is looking out for a
librarian and an orchestral manager.
Patricia Mathieson has recently taken on
publicity co-ordination, a welcome
devolution.

Wish List

A very practical man, top of Robin’s list is
to have a bank of enough regular players,
particularly violins, to be able to provide a
varied programme of events each year
without over-stretching the players.

And having been instrumental in the
appointment of Steve Bingham as artistic
director, Robin has proved his ability to
make things happen. He does more than
just wish. His desire to see Ely Sinfonia
develop and flourish is made possible by
his realistic and hardworking approach.
We are indeed fortunate to have someone
with both vision and practical flair as our
Chairman and Orchestral Manager.

and Ickleton

At both venues the reaction to the
orchestral outreach programme was
hugely positive. From small children
to grandparents, the response was
enthusiastic.

Five good reasons....to be a Friend of Ely Sinfonia

1. Our email

newsletter will give
advance notice of our |
concert programmes. |

2. Priority booking
two months in
advance and 10%
discount on tickets
for all concerts.

3. Free invitation every
season for 2 persons to

an informal concert and

2 reception, exclusive to

s Friends.

4. The glow of knowing
that your subscription

enables us to extend our
outreach commitment to

Conductor Steve Bingham

bring music to rural East
Cambridgeshire and beyond, and
also to offer discounted orchestral
subscriptions to our younger
players.

5. A by invitation’ opportunity to
meet the conductor and players at
a rehearsal during the season.



