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Why not visit our website?

www.elysinfonia.co.uk COVID 19: Cancellations, Closures,

Editors

Charlotte Dean & Laura Millman Crafting and Ca pe rs

ur May concert had to be cancelled. In March, even the cathedral had closed its doors and there was still no
end in sight for the lockdown as the virus took its rapidly escalating toll. Come May, as the epidemic became a
global pandemic, | asked the Friends of Ely Sinfonia if they would like to share what music they had turned to
and what activities they had been doing to pass the time in

domestic isolation. It seemed to me that this historic time should be
recorded in our newsletter, even though there would be no regular
reviews.

After 3 months of quarantine, shielding and social distancing, there is now
the prospect of cautious easing in July. Queueing, masks and pre-booking
are to become necessary adjuncts of daily life. Of course, the pandemic is
not over yet and the activities noted below may be needed again in the
winter months, if not sooner. This poll could perhaps provide some ideas
for next time round, although we sincerely hope there won’t be a next
time.

So here, with many thanks to those who replied, are the responses:

MUSIC (in alphabetical order)

Bach (eg Brandenburg concertos, cello suites); Beethoven (eg Ghost Trio, String Quartets, Violin Sonatas); Brahms
(eg German Requiem, String Quintet, Symphonies).

Elizabethan church music; Grieg (Piano Concerto); Billie Holliday (the best of, CD).

Lehar (The Merry Widow); Mozart (eg Piano Concertos, Cosi fan Tutte, The Magic Flute); ‘Peaceful Piano’ (3 CDs); ‘Peaceful
Harp and Piano’ (with flute and cello).

Rachmaninov (eg Piano Concerto no 2); Radio 3 concerts; Rimsky-Korsakov (eg Scheherazade).

Schubert (eg Arpeggione Sonata, Piano works, Octet); Schumann (eg Cello concerto, E flat quartet, Widmung); Ethel Smyth
(eg Songs and ballads); Strauss (eg Tone poems, Four last songs).

Inside this Corona Issue |ACTIVITIES

P1& COVID 19: Cancellations, Many gardens received a great deal of extra attention during this unnaturally sunny

P2 Closures, Crafting and spring, and there’s been much pleasure in discovering local byways and footpaths (who
Capers knew there are so many round Ely?) as permitted exercise. Some FES have admitted to

P3 100 Year Birthday keeping busy as displacement for other necessary jobs or more ‘intellectual’ activities.
Celebration Unsurprisingly, there has been increased use of phones and computers for working from

P4 100 Year Birthday home, for  entertainment and for keeping in touch with family and friends. The painful
Celebration continued awareness of what is really important in life has been forced upon us.

Song of Peace
L. . Continued on Page 2
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In no particular order, here’s what we have been up to:

. Creative writing (eg journal, poetry, short story writing
Nil (see displacement activities above?);

- letter writing.

° Reading — poetry; novels (eg Hilary Mantel, shorter
novels).

° Walking and observing (eg flowers, trees, birdsong;

watching tadpoles make 1° appearance in garden
pond).

° Thinking and re-evaluating.
. Technology:
online discussion groups (eg poetry and short stories
group);
Skype/ video calls with family and friends;
The Listeners’ Club: classical music appreciation on
timothyjuddviolinist@gmail.com ;
Free streaming: eg NT, Old Vic, ballet, ROH, Berlin Phil;
Phoning friends and family;

Colouring, printing off BW pictures from museums
eg Fitzwilliam;
Creating quizzes for grandchildren (thank goodness for
Google).
° Word puzzles, crosswords,
jigsaws, pangrams.
° Gardening, growing
vegetables etc

° Cleaning — eg windows,
curtains, brass.

° Also power-washing. This
deserves quoting in full:

“I have been passing the time power-washing all the
concrete (only an estate agent would call it a patio) that
surrounds my house. | have never done it before, and |
suspect it has not been done for over five years. It took me
about an hour to work out how the machine works, and then
| realised fairly quickly that the only way to clean the
concrete was to make everything else filthy, walls, windows,
my clothes, my face, my glasses....... All in all, it took me the
best part of last week to do it and clean up afterwards.”

Sewing eg

24 laundry bags for NHS from old bed linen;

Quilting, knitting embroidery;

Curtains.

Baking for family, friends and neighbours.

Clearance: eg accumulated paperwork, photographs,
garage, cupboards.

Google eyes ‘thing’ ie craze (thankfully, all ‘things’ will
pass!).

Thank you to everybody for your input. cD
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m Phyllis Warth celebrates 100 years

U \

Phyllis is a Friend of Ely Sinfonia and we thank her daughter
Angela for writing this fascinating tribute for us. We send
Phyllis our congratulations and warmest good wishes.

Phyllis was born and brought up
in Wimblington, a village
between March and Chatteris.
She had a younger brother
called George. Her father,
Arthur, worked on the land, but
had several other part-time
jobs. Her mother, Elizabeth,
was a milliner and a Red Cross
nurse.

During her younger years her
father, a keen sportsman, took
Phyllis to all the local cricket matches where she learned to
score for the team. Her father was also a part-time reporter
for the local newspaper, so Phyllis duly helped him assemble
all the local news, a job which she herself did when she
moved to Witchford. Her father was also an insurance agent,
so on occasions when he was unable to collect the weekly
payments, Phyllis had to go along instead and was instructed
"not to return home without the monies"! She was also very
good at Maths and English at school.

Whilst at school, Phyllis learned to play the violin. As a child, |
remember many Christmases when she would play the violin
accompanied by Aunty Ida on the piano. Her love of music
stemmed from then.

The entertainment that took place in villages in those days
was mainly dances and whist drives, both of which Phyllis
loved. She would sometimes cycle with her friends to other
villages to enjoy an evening out.

Unfortunately, Phyllis' father died when she was 14 years old.
This meant that she had to leave school and get a job. She
worked at the village post office for a time, followed by
several years at the
Electricity Board in March
where she was in charge of
the Showroom!

When the 2nd World War
broke out, she was sent to
work at a factory in Baldock
~ (where Tesco now is)
 making radio parts. She
absolutely hated it,
. travelling by train back and
forth, but had no option.
She would much rather have
gone into nursing or the
WRAF, but by working in a
factory her mother got an
extra allowance, which as a
widow, was sorely needed.
In 1946, Phyllis' mother died

so Elizabeth never got to see any of her grandchildren.

One weekend, Phyllis visited cousins in Ely, the Hamey family.
They were keen motorcyclists and it was there she met
Kenneth Warth of Witchford, who also had a motorbike. He
was home on leave from the army. They were married on
December 2nd 1944. When Ken was de-mobbed, Phyllis came
to live in Witchford. She and Ken enjoyed dancing. They
would go with friends quite regularly on Saturdays.

Ken Warth Phyllis

During her life in Witchford, Phyllis entered into village life.
She was Secretary for the Witchford Playing Field Association
for a number of years, plus her husband Ken did lots of odd
jobs for the pavilion and ground.

Always a great Women’s Institute fan, she was Treasurer for
some time, which she thoroughly enjoyed. She also won the
County Scrabble tournament once, but wasn't one to "show
off" so the shield lived under her bed!

Phyllis was very good at sewing and craft work. She made
most of her children’s clothes, including coats and mittens
which were often trimmed with rabbit fur, as her father-in-
law kept rabbits.

She went (and still does go) to church most Sundays.

Phyllis's youngest son (John) emigrated to Australia in 1978,
which opened up a new world of travel for her. She visited
Sydney several
times, once with >
Ken, once with her
granddaughter
Suzie, who was to
be bridesmaid at
John's wedding,
and sometimes
with a friend, at
other times on her
own.

Continued on Page 4
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During her life time, she has seen many changes in the world:
the invention of refrigerators, washing machines, the jet
engine, antibiotics, computers, even "Man on the Moon" to
name but a few, plus of course, motorways packed with cars
and lorries.

Latterly, Phyllis has had to cope with AMD (failing eye sight)
which meant giving up her daily paper (with the wonderful
crosswords therein), her craft work, playing Canasta, Scrabble
etc, but she now enjoys talking books and newspapers and is
a member of Camsight. Her many friends make life interesting
by taking her to concerts, coffee mornings, social afternoons
and just generally visiting for a chat.

SONG of PEACE

The oratorio Island by Jeremy Harmer and Phil Toms, was
performed in March 2015 during a period of country-wide
commemorations of the 1914-18 war.

On that occasion, Steve Bingham faced the full forces of Ely
Sinfonia with, ranged up behind them, the massed voices
from local primary schools, choristers, In Voco Parentis from
King’s College School, Colchester Institute Cantores Chamber
Choir, soloists from Ely Cathedral, Ely Imps ... a massive
undertaking involving many organisers. The occasion required
him to conduct hundreds of players and singers aged 8 — 80 in
a live performance in a huge medieval cathedral.

Almost exactly three years later, the coronavirus has required
him to ‘conduct’ electronically, using his technological skill
and creativity with a group of talented musicians -in their own
homes, often in the sunny outdoors - to produce a most
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How lucky are we, her family, to have had the pleasure of her
being around for so long!

We would particularly
like to thank Kate
Clow with her family
quartet from Ely
Sinfonia for playing
Happy Birthday to
Phyllis and sending it
via Whatsapp. It was
wonderful.

Our thanks to Angela
for this wonderful and
cheering article and
allowing us to share in
her family
celebrations.

memorable performance.

In this beautiful Youtube video, birdsong and sunny Norfolk
fields provide an introduction to this ad hoc chamber
orchestra drawn from members of Ely Sinfonia and the
Cambridge Philharmonic Orchestra. Steve edited and mixed
the sound and the visual effects so that it is indeed all
gloriously harmonious. The vocals by Jennifer Bingham
(Steve’s daughter) and Jeremy Harmer (also playing guitar and
viola) were perfectly balanced.

The song itself and this video of it may come to represent the
current times for many of us. Some instant reactions from ES
Friends:

“Wonderful” “Very Moving” “Beautiful” “Heart-warming”
“Just lovely”

Here's the link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MYEjmkON3-Y

SUBSCRIPTIONS and donations

As you will already know, subscriptions have been waived for
the orchestral year 2020-21. The September concert has been
cancelled and we can only hope that we shall be up and
running again in 2021.

One or two Friends have expressed a wish to make a donation
instead, which is extremely generous. If you wish to write a
cheque, please make it out to Ely Sinfonia and send it to:

Charlotte Dean, 38 Dovehouse Close, Ely, Cambs CB7 4BY.

If you already pay your subscription online, you can donate in
the same way using the same Reference FSub and your

surname (or as much of it as fits the box). Whatever the sum,
we will know it is not a subscription this year since upcoming
renewals have been cancelled. However, using the same
reference will help the Treasurer identify your pay-in.

Sort code: 40 — 20 - 38
A/c: 61215582

I myself do not have any access to the ES bank account. |
merely pay in cheques or cash. I'd therefore be grateful if you
could also drop me an email to tell me, so that I’'m able to
acknowledge your payment, which | should like to do.

cD




