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Forthcoming Events

October Concert

Saturday 22nd October 2015
Ely Cathedral, 7:30pm
Bernstein: Overture to Candide

Gershwin: Piano Concerto in F
Copland: Appalachian Spring
Copland: Quiet City

Tickets Details

£24/£18 (reserved)

£7.50 unreserved

Conc £12 in £18 seats

Friends’ Password will be sent
to FES members

Orchestra Workshop
Date TBC January 2017
Cesar Franck: Symphony in D

minor

Ely Cathedral Box Office

Tel: 01353 660349
https://tickets.elycathedral.org/
Ely Sinfonia Enquiries

Tel: 01353 721007

Mob: 07798 826880

Why not visit our website?

www.elysinfonia.co.uk
Reg Charity no 1161642

Editors
Charlotte Dean & Laura Millman

Fantastipue!

Our concert of French classics on Saturday 12th March of this year was a real thrill for all
the performers involved, and | hope the audience as well! Danse Macabre has long been a
favourite of mine and it was wonderful to play it in the cathedral, the Berlioz was truly
fantastic and certainly felt like a ‘musical trip into psychedelia’, and of course we were
finally able to give our performance of Canteloube’s Chants d’Auvergne as soprano Tara
Bunguard was back fighting fit
and on top form to give us a
wonderful performance.
Following the concert she had
these kind words for the
orchestra—

“Having missed out on singing
these wonderful songs with you
in October due to the most badly
timed bout of laryngitis ever (this
is the only concert | have ever
had to pull out of since | started
singing as a professional whilst at
music college some 16 or 17
years ago!), | was thrilled to be
given the opportunity to sing the
Canteloube in your March
concert. My thanks go to you all for giving me a second chance! And what a chance it was!
These songs are so rarely performed that | count myself very, very lucky to have had the
pleasure of performing some of them. Your playing was truly wonderful (and I'd like to
apologise one more time to the poor wind players - who all played like real virtuosi!) and |
was really able to imagine a sun-filled scene in the south of France as | sang. No mean
feat, in a freezing cold Ely Cathedral in the middle of winter! | enjoyed every second of
both the rehearsal and (especially) the concert and | thank you from the bottom of my
heart for such joyous music-making.” LM

han

Soloist Tara Bunguard
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Date For Your DLA Yy

The Annual General Meeting will take place on Sunday 2 October 2016 at 4.30pm in the
Hayward Theatre, The Gallery, Ely, at the end of a rehearsal. The Agenda will be posted
on the website and emailed to FES nearer the time. Chris Moule is retiring as Treasurer,
so the election for this very important post will take place.

Please see p4 for FES membership renewals, due during August, for the new 2016-7
season which starts in September.
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A year in the life of our conductor Steve Bingham

So what does a slightly eccentric
freelance violinist and conductor with
varied interests do in an average year?
Does he actually do any work at all, or
just swan to and from a few concerts,
and spend the rest of the time drinking
red wine and relaxing?

Well...firstly - certainly in my life
- there seems to be no such thing
as an average year. Think 9-5
office job and then think of the
complete opposite. | do have a
few regular pieces of work in the
same places and at the same
time, but beyond that there is no
real pattern at all. So here’s a
sort of diary of my last twelve
months, which might hopefully
give a little bit of insight into how
| spend my time.

August is summer course month.
In 2015, | was appointed director
of the NLMS Music Summer School in
Hertfordshire. | spent a hectic week
meeting new people, finding out new
responsibilities and hearing new music.
| also did my usual stint coaching young
string players on the Junior Grittleton
course, gave a weekend course in
electric violin for Benslow Music Trust,
and gave a solo recital for the ESTA
summer school.

In September and October rehearsals
usually start for my regular work leading
the Cambridge Philharmonic, and
conducting the City of Peterborough
Symphony Orchestra and of course Ely
Sinfonia. In 2015 the ES concert also
involved some rehearsals with Kings
Lynn Festival Chorus in preparation for
Carmina Burana. During these two
months | also had a folk rock gig playing
electric violin for Judy Dyble (original
vocalist with Fairport Convention), took
a string day at Culford School, gave
sessions on live-looping to an electric
harpist (1), coached the strings of the
Norfolk Symphony Orchestra and had
rehearsals with the Bingham String
Quartet. However it wasn’t all work as |
did find time to have a few days in north
Norfolk bird-watching at the beginning
of September, and at the end of October
Brenda and | had a fantastic holiday in
Florida!

November was a really varied month of

concerts, with the Bingham Quartet
playing Elgar’s Introduction and Allegro
with the Norfolk Symphony Orchestra, a
lovely string concert which included the
Mendelssohn Octet in our local church
here in Brington, another folk-rock gig

with Judy Dyble, a ceilidh in Norwich and
a two concerts which recreated the
whole of Mike Oldfield’s seminal Tubular
Bells album in Colchester. In amongst
these were several meetings about a
new project - PartPlay - which would
take over most of my life in 2016.... but
more of that later.

To finish off 2015 there were several
school workshops, a couple of solo
recitals and a clutch of Bingham Quartet
concerts, including a couple of
performances of a version of Dickens’ A
Christmas Carol for narrator and quartet.
We also filmed this piece for broadcast
on Cambridge TV!

Almost as soon as 2016 appeared, life
moved up a gear with real work starting
on PartPlay. This involved days in a small
studio in Cambridge recording string
quartets. | played in some, was producer
for most and then spent many, many
days editing after the initial recording
sessions. So far 2016 has been a blur of
recording, producing, audio editing,
video editing, planning, design, meetings
and more, culminating in the launch of
PartPlay in June.

However, ‘normal’ work continued as
well, with spring concerts for Cambridge
Philharmonic, City of Peterborough and
Ely Sinfonia, plus more workshops. Early
March saw the Bingham Quartet on a

short five day Scottish tour, where we
had beautiful weather and enjoyed
performing a wide variety of pieces to
very appreciative audiences. The only
downside was that my Peterborough
orchestra’s concert fell right in the
middle of the tour, so | did rather
more driving than would have
been ideal!

March became a complete blur:
Looking at the diary I'm amazed |
fitted it all in, as there were also
workshops for Radley College,
many more days recording and
editing for PartPlay, a really
enjoyable workshop and concert
day at Stapleford Granary, a
mixed chamber music course at
Benslow, and the Ely Cathedral
Easter Mass to play for.
Relaxation from music was
provided by enjoying nature in
north Norfolk, based in our newly
purchased static caravan in Wells-next-
the-Sea: A welcome base for some down
time!

April started in a frenzy, when a young
quartet booked to record for PartPlay
had to pull out at the last minute due to
illness, and with studio, cameraman and
sound engineer already booked | ended
up recording all 44 of the Bartok Violin
Duos over a three day period! Things
were also hotting up as rehearsals
started with the Ad Hoc Sinfonia (an
orchestra | conduct made up of local

Ely / Cambridge players), working
toward a huge concert in West Road
Concert Hall including the amazing
Turangalila Symphony of Messiaen. The
problem with Ad Hoc Sinfonia is the fact
that because | plan the concerts, just
because it gives me a chance to do
pieces | really want to conduct, it also
means that | have to do all - and | mean
all! - the planning. To give you an idea:
book rehearsal venues, book concert
venue, hire music, book all the players
(84 of them!), arrange the rehearsal
schedule, give out the music, learn the
music, design and print the posters,
book the soloists, design and print the
programmes, arrange for advertising in
the programmes, try to find sponsors,
and much more.....

Continued on page 3
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lgar o The A postles

Saturday 7th May saw the Ely Sinfonia accompanying the St Church. Intended to be in three parts originally, it seems that

Ives Choral Society in an impressive production of Elgar’s The Elgar ran out of time for this and so the first performance was

Apostles conducted by Julian Merson. as it is performed today, in two parts. Much of the work which

Prints Available From www.markbuntingphotography. co.uk was origina l Iy going to be bU I It into the th I rd

part of The Apostles is said to be woven into
his unfinished Third Symphony.

It was a rare privilege to hear this fantastic
performance in the spectacular Ely Cathedral,
a perfect combination. LM

i! Photos reproduced with kind permission of

: "‘2, Mark Bunting

www.markbuntingphotography.co.uk

| was unfortunately not able to play in the concert on this
occasion, but thoroughly enjoyed sitting in the audience for a
change. Being able to listen and enjoy the concert made me
appreciate what wonderful musicians | am able to play with
on a regular basis, and the choir brought a fantastic and
powerful new level to the atmosphere of the evening.

Julian Merson was at the helm with great passion and skill,
and the six soloists all performed brilliantly.

The Apostles was originally intended as the first instalment of
a much larger project, although unfortunately this was never
completed. Elgar wanted to tell the story of the Gospels not
from the perspective of Jesus Christ, but from the ordinary
folk who were called upon to lay the foundations of the

A yea r ln the “fe Of And so - after more folk-rock concerts, a couple of quartet

concerts, and much in need of a holiday, Brenda and |
retreated to the Scottish Highlands for ten days’ holiday.

Contln ued e And finally, July sees my first ever performance as soloist in

the beautiful Vaughan Williams piece The Lark Ascending,
Worth every minute though when | was on the rostrum soloist in Vivaldi’'s Summer in Sutton and a quartet concert in
conducting the Messiaen - a piece | have loved since | was 16. Aberdeenshire.... and then we come full circle and it’s summer
A fantastic experience! course time again!

May was dominated by string quartets, as we geared up for And in the year I've played, conducted and recorded music
the launch of PartPlay and ran a Kickstarter campaign to raise  from Bach to the Beatles, Mozart to Messiaen, Copland to
additional funding, and at the beginning of June, with the Coldplay, Beethoven to Bartok and many more. Despite the
launch only days away, | was spending all hours at the hard work and lots of time spent in the car, it’s hard to beat
computer editing videos and generally trying to get everything that really! SB

done in time. We had a lovely launch evening in London on

10th June and PartPlay went live! If you’d like to see the

results of all the work, it’s all at www.partplay.co.uk - a Our thanks go to Steve Bingham for taking time out of his
hopefully useful and interesting interactive music service astonishingly busy schedule to write some of it down for us
which my business partner Phil and | are very proud of. and give us an insight into his world!
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Friends of Ely Sinfonia (FES)

Although the full orchestra has not had a concert since March 12 (p1) many of our players have been extremely busy with
musical commitments since then.

Steve Bingham is a very busy man indeed (p2 and 3) with not only his energetic and inspirational commitment to Ely Sinfonia,
but also leading the Cambridge Philharmonic, leading his own quartet (The Bingham Quartet), taking workshops, solo
engagements, conducting the City of Peterborough Symphony Orchestra, and countless other engagements in the UK and
overseas.

Our orchestral players play in other orchestras and groups, both regularly and as session musicians. | like to think of Ely
Sinfonia as the leaven for music in East Cambs and beyond.

One such occasion was the Easter Mass at the cathedral when our players provided the chamber orchestra for the Mozart
Piccolomini (or Spaur) mass in C major K253. As a worshipper at the rear of the nave, | can vouch for the fact that the sound
quality is extremely good from there, even though you can’t see the musicians; and | can vouch for the fact that the orchestra
sounded magnificent (and the choirs weren’t bad either!).

Another occasion was the performance of Elgar’s The Apostles, where ES was the orchestra for St lves Choral Society. FES
may remember what a wonderful surprise it was to receive encouragement from our Friend for Life, Robin Moore. To
paraphrase his email: As the former chairman of this remarkable orchestra, I'm writing to you to encourage you to book tickets
for Elgar's "The Apostles" on 7th May. | first sang it in my late teens in the Free Trade Hall in Manchester with a dazzling array
of soloists and have never forgotten the intense charge of the work. If you don't know it - give it a try! cD

Thank you!

THANKS are again in order for those who so loyally help me
personally, and the orchestra in general. Terry and Janet
South were their efficient and kindly selves looking after the
FES stall and being available on the day of the concert, both at
the rehearsal and in the evening. It takes a huge weight off
my mind to know that they are in charge at the back of the
nave.

Do please continue to support our cause by encouraging
friends and acquaintances to join our MUCH appreciated
band of FES, and by purchasing mugs and cards. | hope you
will feel free to contact me with any further suggestion for our
stall or membership.

Don’t Forget to Renew your Membership

Membership renewals are due during August, via cheque to me or by direct banking.

If the latter, don’t forget to let me know!

I look forward to welcoming you to a new orchestral year in September.

Cheque for £10 per person to Charlotte Dean, Secretary,
38 Dovehouse Close, Ely, Cambs CB7 4BY.

Internet banking: Ref: FESsub + your name

Sort code: 40 -20 — 38
A/c 61215582
Reg Charity no: 1161462 (form available from Charlotte Dean).




