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Forthcoming Events 

March Concert 

Saturday 12th March 2015 

Ely Cathedral, 7:30pm 

Saints-Saens: Danse Macabre 

Canteloube:  

Songs of the Auvergne 

Berlioz:  

Symphony Fantas�que  

 

May Concert 

Saturday 7th May 2016 

Ely Cathedral 

Accompanying the St Ives     

Choral Society, conducted by 

Julian Mercer 

Elgar: The Apostles  

 

October Concert 

Saturday 22nd October 2016 

Ely Cathedral, 7:30pm 

 A programme of Copland, 

Gershwin and Bernstein 

 

Tickets Details 

£22.50/£17.50/£12.00 

(reserved) 

£7.50 unreserved 

Conc £12 in £17.50 seats 

Friends’ Password will be sent 

to FES members 

 

Ely Cathedral Box Office 

Tel: 01353 660349 

h?ps://@ckets.elycathedral.org/ 

Ely Sinfonia Enquiries 

Tel: 01353 721007 

Mob: 07798 826880 

 

Why not visit our website? 

 www.elysinfonia.co.uk 

Fortune Favours the BraveFortune Favours the BraveFortune Favours the BraveFortune Favours the Brave    

T 
hat axiom sounds rather be?er in La@n: Fortuna for�bus favet but it certainly 

applied, whatever the version, to the concert in Ely Cathedral on 24 October 

2015. 

Not only was the concep@on for the concert brave, involving as it did the massed choirs of 

the Kings Lynn Fes@val Chorus, Ely Consort, Ely St Mary’s C of E Junior School and Ely 

Youth Choir, three soloists with taxing  vocal demands and a huge orchestra, but so too 

were the logis@cs of choral training and loca@ng of 6 percussionists, 3 harpists, 2 pianists 

and a contrabassoonist in addi@on to full forces of brass, woodwind and strings. Bingham 

the Brave seems an appropriate epithet. 

To set the 

mood, the   

orchestra    

started with   

Verdi’s Force of 

Des�ny      

overture with 

its unse?ling 

urgent theme in 

the strings             

undermining 

the beau@ful,        

opera@c       

melody.  The 

sense of      

foreboding and 

drama was      

appropriate in 

more than just musical ways. 

At the start of the rehearsal on Saturday aIernoon Tara Bungard, our soprano soloist for 

the Canteloube Songs of the Auvergne and for Carmina Burana, was struck down with 

laryngi@s.  All her prepara@on and joint rehearsals 

were as nought. Cue urgent discussions and           

sugges@ons, and an early tea break.  As if by magic, a 

li?le later, the figure of a muddy-kneed,               

hockey-skirted, s@ck-bearing Elenor Bowers Jolly 

rushed up the nave to take over the role of soprano 

in Carmina  Burana.   

Con�nued on Page 2. 
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Con�nued from Page 1 

Come the evening, into the Canteloube 

breach steps our brave conductor and 

equally brave wife.  With messengers 

posted from Northamptonshire to find 

music and bring instruments, the     

programme gap was more than ably 

filled by absolutely exquisite playing of 

Movement 1 of Mozart’s Duo in G for 

violin and viola, then a haun@ng       

Piazzolla tango Etude no 4 for solo    

violin, and finally four of the 44 Bartok 

Duos (Ruthenian Kolomeika, Sorrow, 

Pizzicato and Dance from  Marmaros) 

where Brenda exchanged her viola for a 

violin. The absolute silence in the filled 

cathedral was one of rapt  a?en@on 

and wonder at the incredible technique, virtuosity and perfect 

musical symbiosis of the players.  What amazingly good     

fortune that we have them in our midst! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And finally, the Wheel of Fortuna paused at its zenith to enjoy 

a rousing performance of Carmina Burana. This celebra@on 

the human condi@on with its ups and downs, its beauty and 

its low life, is based on the medieval songs discovered in the 

early nineteenth century in a Bavarian monastery.   

The choirs, both young and adult, are to be congratulated for 

coping with the mediaeval La@n and old German of the text, 

and for their energy and enthusiasm despite the difficul@es of 

the music.  The brashness of the brass, the volume and   

rhythmic drive of the full percussion and orchestra, the beauty 

of the harps all added to the exhilara@on of the experience.  

Fortunately, there was a full house to enjoy it.  

Fortunately, too, we had a wonderful line-up of soloists.  The 

countertenor, Ashley Harries, brilliantly performed the       

punishingly high song to the roasted swan with its sadness, 

irony and wit. Tom Appleton provided a rich baritone        

presence throughout, again requiring a huge vocal range and 

plenty of drama, which he supplied with great verve and    

personality.  Last, but by no means least, elegant now in  

evening dress, Elenor Bowers Jolly charmed us all, not only 

with her personality but also her purity of line and             

stratospheric coloratura.  

Congratula@ons to all who worked so hard with training,    

organising and performing!  It really was a night to remember.  

And a huge thank-you to Steve Bingham, musical director, 

soloist and conductor, who held the whole evening together, 

even when at one point his baton took flight (or Orff?) in his 

excitement during the Carmina.         CD  

Tom Appleton in rehearsal 

Steve and Brenda Bingham 

Music Director and Baritone, Tom 

Appleton 
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A Workshop of Joy 

8 
th November saw The Weatherall School in Soham 

being taken over by no less than 104 enthusias@c 

musicians for our 2015 ‘Come and Play’ workshop, 

which this year incorporated a ‘Come and Sing’ 

element as we undertook Beethoven’s 9th Symphony. 

The piece, which is considered by many to be Beethoven’s 

best work, and is indeed one of the most loved works in       

musical history, would be considered a challenge to tackle 

over a number of weeks and intensive rehearsals, much less 

the approximately 6 hours we had to try and do it jus@ce!      

However with much enthusiasm and good cheer (as well as  

many cups of tea and slices of cake), and not forgeOng the 

excellent leadership skills of our conductor Steve Bingham 

(who was in fact fresh off a plane from America and           

recovering from jet lag!) as well as the choral conductor   

Andrew Parnell, I think we pulled it off!  

A big thank you to everyone who came along and took part, 

orchestra members and choir, as well as the wonderful     

people in the audience who spent just over an hour squished 

into the sports hall listening to our efforts.  

A special thanks must go to our wonderful soloists who    

travelled up from London and whose performance was quite 

spectacular.  And a thank you to the photographer friend 

who came along with them and has provided the photos you 

see here.  

And of course a big thank you to Dave McLeish for organising 

the whole event and making it such a success. As well as all      

           

the commi?ee members who kept everyone fed and watered 

with some delicious cakes and treats.  

Hopefully we’ll see you all the same @me next year!         LM 

1 conductor 

25 violins 

9 violas 

15 cellos 

2 basses 

7 clarinets 

7 flutes 

3 oboes 

4 bassoons (including a contra) 

4 horns 

1 trumpet 

2 trombones 

1 @mpani 

1 percussion 

21 choir 

1 choral conductor 

Work vigorously for 6 hours and 

then turn out!   

Recipe for an a1ernoon of Beethoven’s 9th  
All photos courtesy of Anne Pongratz 
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Friends of Ely Sinfonia (FES) 

Charitable Status 

and Gift Aid 

At last!  The long period of wai@ng is over and we 

can celebrate the arrival of Charitable Status and 

GiI Aid. 

The Friends of Ely Sinfonia have proved a            

much-valued source of support since their            

inaugura@on back in 2008.  Some members have 

come and gone, but many of you have remained 

solid in your support all these years and I feel I have 

got to know you as more than just names in a list. 

Now that we have giI aid, Ely Sinfonia can gain the 

benefit of an extra 25% from your subscrip@on,  

provided you are a UK taxpayer.  And if you are  

generous enough to provide a dona@on, that will 

become worth more too.  It gives a warm feeling to 

know that the orchestra is directly benefiOng in 

this addi@onal way, and I hope it will encourage 

greater giving.  The subscrip@on has remained at 

£10 per person since the very beginning.  When you 

think what has happened to other prices during 

that @me (or the cost of other Friends’ subscrip@ons 

elsewhere), it is incredibly good value, in addi@on to 

the charitable aspect of the FES membership fee.   

If you have not already done so, the important 

thing is to print out the giI aid form I emailed     

earlier and send it duly completed to the Treasurer 

whose address is at the bo?om of the form.  One 

form (the one for ‘more than a single use’) will be 

enough for all subsequent payments to Ely Sinfonia; 

a record is kept and con@nues to apply un@l you 

request removal from the list.  If you have mislaid 

this form, please email me at                                  

charlo?e-dean@talktalk.net  and I will send it to 

you again.     CD 

Thank you! 
Once again, many thanks go to FES Mirella Fray and Brian Osborn for 

giving tea, coffee and squash in the break at the final rehearsal on 

24
th
 October, not just to the greatly enlarged orchestral forces but 

also to the extra choirs in Carmina Burana.  It was a massive          

undertaking, during which no-one got scalded, all were served and 

frayed nerves were calmed.  Smiling and efficient, they catered for 

everyone.  All was beau@fully and discreetly cleared away as the  

musicians got back to work refreshed. Friends indeed! 

As on page 1, there was a further breach to be filled at this concert.  

Terry and Janet South, the stalwarts of previous years for running 

the Friends’ stall, were unfortunately not able to be with us.  I 

feared an unmanned, empty table – just when we had a large       

audience to whom to spread the word and promote the orchestra.  

As Fortune would have it (there she appears again, like a pair of 

bookends for this newsle?er!) a friend of our publicity manager, 

Margaret Somner, kindly stepped in that evening and did a       

magnificent job for us. Thank you so much!       CD 

Spread the Word! 

Ely Sinfonia will have a display at 

Ely Library from 1st February to 

24th March 2016. Please come 

along with your friends and     

family! The library is at 6 The 

Cloisters, Ely CB7 4ZH. 


