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Two World Premieres!Two World Premieres!Two World Premieres!Two World Premieres!    
It’s been a busy year so far for Ely Sinfonia, with some very exci"ng and innova"ve        

concerts. It all started on Saturday 21st March when we were delighted and privileged to 

be involved in not one but two world premieres.  Both Island and Hereward were wri'en 

for the orchestra and we were thrilled to be involved in a concert of such originality and 

epic propor"ons.  

Here’s Phil Toms who co-wrote Island with Jeremy Harmer, and (on Page 2) Richard Brown 

who composed the music for Hereward to tell us more and give us their take on the    

evening: 

 

Phil Toms: Island  

“Wow! What a day! 150 children, 50 adult singers, 6 soloists, the wonderful Ely Sinfonia, 

guitar, organ and an imaginary dog called Bubble! Not forge7ng: maestro Steve Bingham, 

narrator and co-composer Jeremy Harmer, all wrangled by the great Roz Chalmers.  

In June 2013, Jeremy   

Harmer had a spark of    

genius and asked me if I was       

interested in wri"ng a new 

narrated children's oratorio 

with him. Through online          

communica"on and 

mee"ngs in "ny village hall 

kitchens, we honed the 

storyline and worked   

alongside each other on the 

lyrics, songs and               

orchestra"ons. The concept 

of the work echoed Daniel 

Barenboim's thoughts that 

if two children from different back-

grounds play music together then 

there is less chance that they will hate 

each other or go to war.  

We set this on an island to restrict the 

loca"on but also to highlight the    

important topics of eco-sustainability 

and resolu"on. Thankfully, the dog 

survived a>er two rewrites! 

 

Our thanks go to Rebecca Duckworth 

for the schools’ outreach and Paul 

Trepte with his Cathedral soloists, 

Choristers and the Ely Imps; my      

colleague Dr. Mark Bellis and  Colchester Ins"tute’s Cantores and Ely’s In Voco Paren"s; 

Jenny Bingham for filming and photographing the day; and to Mark Fawce' from Fish 

Need Snorkels for the audio and recording. Finally, thanks to Linda Fairbrother, High    

Sheriff of Cambridgeshire and Richard M. Brown, composer of Hereward!   Phew!”                             

Con�nued on Page 2. 
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Forthcoming Events 
 

Autumn Concert 

Saturday 24th October 2015 

Ely Cathedral, 7:30pm 

Orff: Carmina Burana 

Tickets Details - (tbc) 

Friends’ Password - e-mail to follow 

 

Ely Cathedral Box Office 

Tel: 01353 660349 

h'ps://"ckets.elycathedral.org/ 

Ely Sinfonia Enquiries 

Tel: 01353 721007 

Mob: 07798 826880 

 

Orchestra Workshop 

Sunday 8th November 

Beethoven: Symphony no 9 

(please see the website for fur-

ther details) 

 

Why not visit our website? 

www.elysinfonia.co.uk 

Inside this issue 

P1 Island and Hereward, 
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P2 Island and Herward   cont. 
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L to R: Phil Toms, Steve Bingham, Jeremy Harman 

Editors -  Laura Millman 

  Charlo'e Dean 
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Con�nued from Page 1 

 

Richard M Brown: Hereward 

“‘Hereward’ received its first performance in Ely           

Cathedral on 21
st
 March 2015 with the Ely Sinfonia     

conducted by Steve Bingham. 

I was delighted with the performance - Steve and the 

orchestra really captured the drama and excitement that 

I hoped the piece would  conjure up, and the choirs sung 

with great convic"on and energy. 

I am extremely grateful to Linda Fairbrother for           

commissioning me to compose the work to celebrate her 

tenure as High Sheriff of Cambridgeshire, and I was     

naturally very pleased when she told me that the Ely  

Sinfonia would be giving the first performance,            

conducted by my old friend Steve Bingham with whom I worked many years ago at the Royal Shakespeare Company.” 

 

If you look on the Ely Sinfonia website and click on The Island Project you will find sound clips from both Island and Hereward 

from the concert, as well as a gallery of photos taken throughout the day, rehearsal and concert. Definitely worth a look and a 

listen. Just go to www.elysinfonia.co.uk.   LM 

 

 

 

 

A concert of brilliant Bs, if one can refer to Die Fledermaus by its   

English transla"on of ‘The Bat’ – which for obvious reasons we generally don’t!  

The Roman"c theme of the evening opened with the exquisite froth of 

Viennese opere'a.  The contrasts and subtle"es to be found in the music were 

highlighted: Steve Bingham as conductor followed in the illustrious wake of 

Mahler, Richard Strauss, Bruno Walter and Karajan in finding more than simply 

easy listening in the score.  The cathedral acous"c (from my posi"on) did not 

really favour the intricacies entailed or the dexterity of the playing, but the   

overture nonetheless provided a thoroughly enjoyable start to the evening. 

Next B: Bruch – his Violin Concerto no 1.  This is another melody-

packed piece, one that never fails to move. However, this was rendered all the 

more special by the astonishing playing of the thirteen-year-old Edward      

Tomanek.  I was privileged to hear his warming up beforehand, and knew we 

were in for a treat.  His is a real talent, for all his virtuosic precocity, and ES will 

be watching his future career with a very personal interest.  He brought tears 

to many eyes and received a standing ova"on, modestly unaware of how rare 

such a thing is in the cathedral.  At the interval, the audience was just buzzing 

with its amazement. 

Finally, Beethoven.  From the stall at the rear of the nave I was      

unable to see the orchestra playing Symphony no 3, the Eroica, but I could 

hear absolutely perfectly.  It was indeed ‘stunning’, as Mrs Tomanek said.  The 

orchestra under Steve’s guidance found inside lines of melody and thema"c 

details that I had never heard in any performance before.  I had no idea that 

there was just so much depth to the work, and the orchestra rose to the                                                                                           

challenge magnificently.  It was a wonderful and upli>ing experience, especially in the cathedral. 

So there we have it, Bedazzling, Breath-taking and Brilliant! We are so fortunate to be able to play in such a building, 

and par"cularly under Steve Bingham’s baton.  CD 

You can hear the Bruch in the comfort of your own home if you search for ‘Max Bruch Violin Concerto No 1 G minor 

op 26 Ely Sinfonia, Steve Bingham, Edward Tomanek’ on YouTube, as Edward’s mother has posted the concert on the web. 

Keep your eyes open for more from this talented musician.  LM 

XÜÉ|vt tÇw YÜ|xÇwáXÜÉ|vt tÇw YÜ|xÇwáXÜÉ|vt tÇw YÜ|xÇwáXÜÉ|vt tÇw YÜ|xÇwá    

Talented violinist Edward Tomanek –                         

aged just 13 – who delighted the crowds in Ely on 

Saturday, May 9. 
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O n the evening of Friday  19th June, when it was finally beginning to feel like 

summer,  the orchestra was delighted to take part in the Isle of Ely Arts 

Fes"val  and give a concert in the Cathedral Presbytery. The theme for the concert was 

based on the well-known rhyme from English proverb “something old, something new, 

something borrowed, something blue”, which allowed the orchestra to mix our usual 

classical repertoire with some more contemporary  pieces. In this way we went from 

Purcell and Haydn to Evanescence and Regina Spektor in the space of an evening.  

It would have been impossible to realise this concert without the help and support of 

the Isle of Ely Arts Fes"val and of course the Cathedral staff, to whom we are most 

grateful. The orchestra was excited to work with local music theatre director, musician 

and arranger Rowan Marshall  who arranged several of the pieces for the concert; and 

of course Jenny Bingham delighted us with her versa"le vocals and cheerful personality 

both in rehearsals and in the concert itself. A huge thank you to everyone involved. LM 

 

Local reviewer R J Westwell came along to the concert and gave 

us this kind review  -  

“Wow! What a concert. Strongly led by conductor Steve Bingham, 

the orchestra revelled in its now powerful sound. The                 

instrumentalists were confident, expressive and very much a part 

of the exhilara"ng atmosphere that pervaded the concert.  

The highlight for the evening was ‘Après Moi’ by Regina Spektor 

and arranged by Rowan Marshall. Soloist, Jenny Bingham (Steve’s 

daughter) came into her own in this amazing performance. Her 

vocal potency, tonal variety, and wide – ranging expression from 

unrestrained a'ack to gentle sweetness caught exactly the      

passions within this unusual piece. It was no wonder that the   

audience clamoured for this as an encore. Other works we       

enjoyed included ‘Lacrymosa’ – an arrangement by Rowan      

Marshall (and the band Evanescence) of Mozart’s composi"on of 

the same name, ‘Feelin’ Good’ by Anthony Newley and Leslie Bricusse also arranged by Rowan Marshall and the final             

toe-tapping Birdland by Zoe Zawinul – also touched by Rowan Marshall’s very musical hand. 

This was indeed one of the most upli>ing concerts in recent events. Long may it con"nue.” 

News and Reviews by R J Westwell - h6ps://reviewsrjw.wordpress.com/ 

Steve and Jenny Bingham 

Everyone in full swing, with Jenny at the microphone 

On Friday 5th June Steve Bingham gave an exci"ng concert 

showcasing his considerable talents in live-looped violin     

arrangements and original pieces.  

The concert was in Ely Methodist Church and was free, that’s 

right free, to all FES members.  

Unfortunately neither Charlo'e or I were able to go to this 

lovely concert, but thankfully our new roving reporter Csilla 

Waterfall was able to help out and report back.  

“Great concert on 5
th
 June with Steve Bingham!  As a first  

"mer at Steve`s Lines and Loops tour, or any gig of similar 

type, I was absolutely amazed.  In this performance with solo 

classical violin, we were also treated to electric violin, laptop, 

plenty of pedals, and keyboard in a carefully chosen,           

extremely colourful repertoire from Bach through Debussy to 

Mike Oldfield, Coldplay and Da> Punk. 

I was fascinated just watching and learning how one person 

can create a full live band on stage. I have never seen anyone 

performing this way 

before and everything 

sounded fantas"c!  

The programme and 

the atmosphere      

reflected Steve`s     

personality well - we 

were either             

mesmerised or having 

a good laugh with him. 

It was a very refresh-

ing evening, and I look 

forward to the next 

one.” 

Csilla Waterfall 

Lines and Loops 
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Friends of Ely Sinfonia (FES) 

It is with great sadness that we report the death of a great friend to the orchestra, Ron Mackender. 

Ronald Henry Mackender (1925-2015) 

Ron Mackender was an excep"onal man and well worthy of an excep"onal  

men"on on the Friends’ page. 

He was in the first cohort of members of the Friends back in 2008, and never 

missed a concert un"l ill-health finally made it impossible.  To the very end he 

bought "ckets in advance (on the front row) and encouraged his friends to come 

along and share his infec"ous enjoyment.  

He was a gentle-man in every sense, generous in spirit and always interested in 

people and life around him. He was also generous in deed, always giving     

something extra when renewing his membership.  The orchestra has lost a very 

loyal and enthusias"c supporter, and we shall miss him.   

He should have the last words (extracted from two le'ers wri'en since his    

cancer diagnosis in 2013): 

“[Ely Sinfonia] has meant so much to me over the past years, par"cularly as it 

has been so ‘hands on’ and available.  I watched the Halle orchestra in           

Manchester many "mes but Sir John didn’t stop to chat to me as Steve has done 

– on several occasions.” 

(Re: the Brahms Double concerto, Oct 2014) “The rapport between [Raphael  

and Elizabeth Wallfisch] not only showed their love of the music, but also their love for each other.  This was indeed a joy to 

hear and see ….  I know that Steve has worked hard with this orchestra and he now has a team to be really proud of – the play-

ers can likewise be proud of such a capable and talented conductor (and truly a maestro).” 

“May the Sinfonia last and grow in the years to come.” 

Charlo'e 

 

We have recently achieved, a>er several unforeseen   

delays and set-backs, CHARITABLE STATUS and are proud       

possessors of a registered charity number. 

 

However, we s"ll await the necessary HMRC approval to 

enable tax benefit on dona"ons and membership         

subscrip"ons. 

 

August is normally the month for renewing FES membership 

for the new season star"ng in September. This year we are 

asking you to delay renewal (a first from Charlo'e!) un"l you 

are contacted by email. We sincerely hope this will be only a 

brief delay.    CD 

Charitable Status 

Once again, I am extremely grateful to Terry and Janet 

South for their assistance on the door at Lines and Loops. 

They also came early and stayed late for the Something 

concert, which required a huge amount of electrical  

equipment. The result was very exci"ng but also very  

complicated to set up, especially when there was limited 

"me a>er Evensong. The Souths quietly and efficiently 

provided prac"cal help right through the evening, and also 

staffed the stall for us, successfully achieving a couple of 

sales (which always gladdens my heart!). 

They will be away for our next big concert on 24 Oct, so if 

any FES felt they could be on the stall throughout the   

interval and while people are leaving at end of the concert 

(it needn’t necessarily be both) I’d love to hear from you. 

If a FES were able to stay there from the start, I can vouch 

for the fact that although you can’t see the stage from 

there the sound is absolutely excellent, and the concert 

would be free for 2 people. 

We are grateful to the cathedral stewards for their help with 

programmes and ushering for our big concerts this year. It 

saves a lot of extra organisa"on, not to men"on the needless 

duplica"on of effort.   CD 

Thank You 


