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Forthcoming Events 

Spring ‘Elgar’ Concert 

Saturday 29th March 2014 

Ely Cathedral, 7:30pm 

Elgar: Enigma Variations 

Elgar: Sea Pictures 

Elgar:  

Introduction and Allegro 
 

Tickets Details 

£20/15 (reserved) 

£5 unreserved 

Conc £10 in £15 seats 

Friends’ Password- Saxophone 

Ely Cathedral Box Office 

Tel: 01353 660349 

https://tickets.elycathedral.org/ 

Ely Sinfonia Enquiries 

Tel: 01353 721007 

Mob: 07798 826880 
 

Autumn Concert 

Saturday 18th October 2014 

Ely Cathedral, 7:30pm 

Smetana: Vltava 

Dvorak: Symphony no 8 

Brahms: Double Concerto for 

Violin and Cello, with soloists 

Raphael and Elisabeth    

Wallfisch 
 

Why not visit our website? 

 www.elysinfonia.co.uk 
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 Mirella and Brian 

Quite a Picture! 

Our September 2013 concert  was 

full of artistic flair with Mussorgski:  

Pictures at an Exhibition, Sibellius: 

Symphony no 2 and a new piece, 

Night Flight by Young Composer of 

the Year, Alex Woolf. Posted on his 

website ‘alexwoolf.net’ two days 

after the concert Alex talks about 

the inspiration behind the piece and 

his experience of our performance.  

“Saturday night was very exciting for 
me, as Ely Sinfonia gave the first   
performance of my new orchestral 
piece Night Flight at Ely Cathedral. 
It’s a piece inspired by the painting above, 

‘Bedtime Aviation’ by Rob Gonsalves. My 

grandparents have a really fantastic book of 

artworks concerned with illusions and visual 

trickery, and when I was flicking through it 

this painting really stood out. I love how 

neatly it captures the power of a child’s  

imagination, and the augmented reality we 

experience in dreams really interests me. 

I had a lot of fun writing Night Flight. It    
begins and ends with luxurious clarinet solos 
over a bed of strings, but there are also  
passages of riotous activity and some of the 
most ferocious bass lines I’ve ever written. 
There’s even a lyrical bass clarinet solo near 
the end (why not?!). 
The real pleasure in this process, though, 
came when I met Ely Sinfonia just a 
couple of days before the concert. I sat 
in on their final full rehearsal of my 
piece, and it was an absolute joy to  
immediately find myself in such a     
welcoming and supportive place. 
Throughout the rehearsal, it was       
fantastic to see how quickly each      
section of the piece took shape, and 
the commitment from everyone was so 
encouraging to see. Talking to players 
immediately after the rehearsal, I was 
really happy to hear that they’d        

enjoyed learning and playing my piece; for 
me that’s a real priority – what’s the point in 
writing a piece if the people tasked with 
realising it don’t enjoy doing so? This seems 
like a  complete waste of time to me, so I’m 
really glad the piece was successful in this 
respect! 
Of course, Ely Cathedral was a beautiful 
acoustic for the piece, but what made the 
performance so special for me was the  
commitment and obvious enjoyment of  
everyone engaged in it. From the moment 
the first long, pianissimo string chords 
opened the concert to the final double bass 
pizzicato, there seemed to be a very special 
atmosphere in the cathedral, one born out 
of a real positivity all round. Here’s a sneaky 
picture I got of the afternoon’s rehearsal.” 

Bedtime Aviation by Rob Gonsalves 
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Spotlight On……. Carol London 

Carol London has the unenviable role of ‘Secretary for Ely Sinfonia’ and here she takes a few minutes out to 

introduce herself and her role. 

“I collect items for the agenda for discussion, circulate to Committee 
members and keep a written record of all business dealt with during 
the meetings. 

I do sometimes make mistakes, particularly in spelling names of     
people, and now the orchestra is moving towards Charitable Status I 
have to make sure the minutes are corrected by next meeting in   
order to keep accurate records. 

Regarding myself: I was born in County Durham and remember well 
the afternoon at school when a small chamber orchestra, members of 
the Northern Sinfonia, came in to give a short concert.  One item on 
the programme was the last two movements of the Cimarosa,  Arthur 
Benjamin’s Oboe Concerto. I heard that piece and thought, “I want to 
play that!”  I studied music at Huddersfield and became a peripatetic 
instrumental teacher.  

These days, however, with the changes in music education I’m more involved with classroom music. I had to pick up new 
skills on the way, including learning to read guitar tabs; I feel as though I can play a mean electric bass for Jesse J’s Price 
Tag!  In my own time I enjoy choral singing and walking the dog through the fields near my home in Soham.” 

(Continued from page 1)   

PICTURES at an EXHIBITION   

28 September, 2013 

The brain-child of Roz Chalmers, a children’s art exhibition in conjunction with this     
concert was arranged.  It called for immense organisation and stamina, but was well 
worth it for the involvement and diversity of response from so many local primary 
schools.  There were more than 400 entrants across the different age bands, all            
photographed by Steve Bingham and put onto a screen in a continuous loop at the 
mounted exhibition in the South-West Transept.  The inspiration for the pictures was any 
piece of classical music, and the winners were presented with a CD of the Mussorgsky 
Pictures at an Exhibition they heard ES perform on 28th September, a first exposure to 
live music for most of them. This colourful and varied piece provided a perfect               
introduction to the different moods and sounds of an orchestra.  Sibelius’ 2nd Symphony 
after the interval called for longer concentration, but provided plenty to watch and grand 
melodies to enjoy. 

Such community engagement is a part of our remit, and we are extremely grateful for all 
the hard work, particularly of Roz and Steve. 
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Orchestra’s 

Workshop Day 

enjoyed by all! 

A 
 week earlier than usual, owing to venue 

bookings, we gathered in The Hayward    

Theatre at King’s Ely for our annual Open 

Day Workshop.  David McLeish, principal 

cello, once again organised the day brilliantly and we had 

many visitors of all ages (some of whom were FES, I 

proudly noted) from school pupils to retired people.   

Unless prevented by numbers, all visiting players sat next 

to regular ES members, and there was a friendly          

atmosphere of camaraderie in the hall.  Dvorak’s 8th  

Symphony provided plenty of melodic themes which 

were accessible and enjoyable. Several orchestra players 

were already familiar with the work, so that helped as 

well! 

Steve Bingham directed the workshop with his usual flair 

and good humour. It may go without saying, but it is still 

worth emphasising just how conscious we are of our 

good fortune of having him at our helm with his           

inspirational rehearsals, which players often travel      

considerable distances to attend, and his imaginative 

programming - in addition to his obvious musicianship. 

The committee provided cakes before the play-through of 

the whole symphony, to which FES were warmly invited.  

Another enjoyable and memorable day! 

MOZART REQUIEM All Soul’s Day, 2nd November 
Ely Sinfonia, conducted by Paul Trepte, accompanied the two choirs and lay clerks of Ely Cathedral for this evening mass.  

It was wonderful to witness the work in its original setting within the liturgy of the Eucharist.  Visually it was spectacular, 

in a darkened cathedral, with clouds of incense and a black Presbytery beyond the lit focal point of the Octagon remind-

ing us of the occasion of the service.  The candles brought to the altar area by the communicants added further to the 

impact. 

Musically, it was an exceptional performance, both by our players, led by Steve Bingham, and by the choirs.  The highlight 

for me was the Lachrymosa, where the music climbed ever higher and higher, to join the angels high in the Octagon, but 

the whole occasion was an intensely moving experience.  As a Friend (JF) emailed me afterwards: ‘It was a wonderful, 

beautiful evening.’ 
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FES Mirella Fray and Brian Osborn very kindly stepped into the 

breach created by Janet and Terry South’s being away (a very long 

way away) at the time of the autumn concert. 

As of now, Janet and Terry would normally be in charge of  organising 

FES programme sellers to come on the big cathedral concert nights 

and of co-ordinating with the cathedral stewards. In addition they 

are manning the stall, with all its paraphernalia and the                  

responsibilities of sorting any monies collected from the sale of our 

mugs and cards, not to mention FES membership renewals on the 

night, and (we hope) the occasional new member.  I was extremely 

grateful to Pen Hird, and Colin and Jill (creator of the ES sashes) Macrae and Annette Norman for coming to our rescue with 

programme selling.  They are all wonderfully kind, and reliably efficient, people. 

Mirella and Brian responded to Janet’s call for help and did a magnificent job on the stall. Who’d have guessed it was a first 

time for them?  Mirella also included some gorgeous home-made chutney and jam, which disappeared fast!  Thanks to 

them, I was able to forget the hassle of managing all the stall bags and ‘stuff’, and concentrate on my cello – which has 

plenty of baggage of its own to manage. 

It’ll be back to Janet and Terry next time, but a huge thank-you to Mirella and Brian for stepping in on this occasion. Ely 

Sinfonia is very grateful indeed to them, and to the programme sellers.  

Friends of Ely Sinfonia (FES) 

Into the breach 

FES Recital - 18th January 

A few comments from you  in the audience….. 

“We brought my elderly parents-in-law to the 

Friends’ Concert as we knew it would be a nice experience 

for them, but the reality far exceeded our expectations. 

We sat right next to Steve Bingham, whose playing was     

technically scintillating and suffused with irresistible    

energy and joy. His personality and musicianship also  

inspired his fellow performers so that we could sense the 

infectious and energising thrill created when a group of 

intelligent, sensitive people perform live chamber music 

together for the love of it.” SM 

“The Friends’ concert on Saturday was an absolute treat. It 

was certainly worth the walk from the long- stay car park in 

the icy cold wind to be greeted by the warm atmosphere at 

Kings Ely and the tea and scrumptious cakes ..but more than 

that, THE MUSIC! Thank you Steve.” MF 

“We thought 

the concert was 

very exciting 

and well played” 

IK 

“Very enjoyable 

concert! Do it 

again!” KR 


