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Forthcoming Events

Autumn concert

Sat 28th September 2013
Ely Cathedral, 7.30pm
Mussorgski: Pictures at an
Exhibition

Sibellius: Symphony no 2
Alex Woolf, Cambridge
Young Composer of the Year

2012: new commission

Tickets Details

£20/15 (reserved)

£5 unreserved

Conc £10in £15 seats
Friends’ Password-Triangle
Ely Cathedral Box Office
Tel: 01353 660349
https://tickets.elycathedral.org/
Ely Sinfonia Enquiries

Tel: 01353 721007

Mob: 07798 826880

Workshop day
Sunday 27th October

King’s School Ely:

Hayward Theatre
10am-4.30pm

Dvorak Symphony no 8.
Please note the earlier date!

FINGAL'S CAVE

A trumpeter’s view of the concert, kindly acoustics but both orchestra and soloist

written by Evert Bokma: played very well together in this beautiful

: . and intricate piece of music.
The first piece of the concert was Bl ph 5 ol :
; . rahm mphony no 2 w i

Mendelssohn’s ‘Hebrides Overture” which is IS Syl e ) as the fast plece
. of the evening and another
a piece that | have played . N
piece that | was not familiar

a couple of times with . o
~ with. Brahms initially really

| struggled with composing
symphonies and it took him

several orchestras. A reaI
crowd pleaser that aIways

irtlnets ks ©F oy il h | fifteen years to complete his

1°* Symphony in 1876.
Apparently the spell was

holidays in the Western
Isles of Scotland.

Strauss’ Horn Concerto broken after finishing the 1°*

~ Symphony, because it took
__ him less than a year to

no 2 was a piece that I'd
never heard or played

before. The soloist Nick complete Symphony no 2. This

of City of Peterborough Symphony is a typical Brahms piece with
lots of glorious melodies, big
changes in dynamics and sometimes tricky

Nick Wolmark—~Photo courtesy

Wolmark was amazing,

with  beautiful tone and
brilliant projection. During the rehearsal, |
had the opportunity to listen to bits of the  syncopation. The orchestra played very well
and | thoroughly enjoyed the finale in which

the trumpets could finally let rip (and that’s

horn concerto and what struck me was that
the sound of the French horn is absolutely
what we did!). All in all a very pleasant
evening of music making and I’'m looking
forward to more gigs with Ely Sinfonia.

perfect for Ely Cathedral, because the sound
carries so well. Accompanying a soloist can
be quite challenging due to the Cathedral’s
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FES news and information;

the stall

teve Bingham’s 50th birthday was celebrated in fine style on Sunday 16th June
at the West Road Concert Hall in
Cambridge. The superb Ad Hoc Sinfonia (led by Kate Clow and drawn from

(shortly before the actual birthday)

players in the Cambridge Philharmonic Orchestra , Ely Sinfonia and elsewhere)
rose magniﬁcently to the occasion for Stravinsky’s Firebird Suite, Rautavaara’s Cantus

Arcticus, tring (for electric V|0I|n) ach’s in, and
Nyman’ e no also d his ins (and
computes) - al nd brilli edium

and mood, but prowdlng conS|stentIy high performance in the different styles.

While the evening revealed his personality in its eclectic choice of music, it also showed
his warmth, humour and approachability. Why else would instrumentalists from Norfolk
as well as Cambridgeshire travel such distances to play in Ely Sinfonia under his baton?
All proceeds from the concert went to the excellent charity CamSight, a local
organisation which supports local people with sight loss.
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Introducing..... Laura

Laura was unable to play her cello for the Fingal’s Cave
concert on Saturday 13th April due to a ‘prior
engagement’.

Instead, she was getting married to violinist Rob
Millman (see right). ES cannot lay claim to the first
flowering of their romance within its midst, but it
enjoyed its continuation. The regular sight of Rob
carrying Laura’s cello to and from rehearsals while she
took his violin assured us all (especially the cellists
amongst us) of the seriousness of their commitment.

Laura is going to take over the editing of the
newsletter. She has a degree in English Literature and
Sociology from Leicester University so is eminently well
placed for the job. Her youthful energy is also a bonus,
and her help will ease the pressure on the FES
secretary.

By day Laura works on projects in the NHS for the Local
GP Commissioning Group, bringing quality patient care
to those who need it in the community. She has
worked for the NHS since she graduated and enjoys the
opportunity to enhance patient care, although could do
without the ever changing organisational structures.

As a child Laura really wanted to play the piccolo, but
as there was a queue for flute lessons (a pre-requisite
to learning the piccolo) and funnily enough no queue
for cello lessons, she was given a cello. Over twenty
years later and she wouldn’t have it any other way!

When asked what she likes best about Ely Sinfonia
Laura said “the opportunity to play some really
beautiful pieces of music, some really challenging
pieces of music and some really weird pieces of music;
with a bunch of lovely, friendly people, under the
baton of a wonderfully forgiving and consistently
encouraging, brilliant conductor - it’s great!”.

. Laura will edit the newsletter. You will con-
tinue to receive newsletters in January and
July.

. You will probably detect a new style
emerging - and for the better! Fresh ideas and
computer literacy are definitely welcome!

Quick Fire...

=

George Eliot or TS Eliot?

Definitely George Eliot, although | am also partial to the
occasional Practical Cat.

Perfectionist or That’ll Do?

Complete and slightly obsessive perfectionist!

Bach, Brahms or Britten?

J.S Bach, we had Jesu Joy played in our wedding service.
Can’t get through the weekend without?

Aliein!

. Charlotte remains FES Secretary and can be
contacted exactly as before—
charlotte-dean@talktalk.net

. She will continue to provide information and
harass you about renewals etc. (see page 4)!
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Fun in the Sun - orchestra Social with Friends

Superb weather, delicious food and
enjoyable music-making: what more
could we have wished for? Sunday
30th June was a perfect day in every
respect. With an impressive age range
from 5 weeks to let’s just say ‘retired’,
and with music ranging from baroque
to Scottish folk airs to minimalism, we
covered most bases.

For those of you who like me hadn’t
come across Terry Riley, | include a
photo of what the music looks like.

I'm reliably informed that In C is

‘aleatoric’, i.e. there's an element of
chance, with players choosing the
dynamic, the order and indeed if and
when to play, for a large number of a
given set of rhythms within a given
pulse in a given key.

Our version may not have achieved
great heights of musical sophistication,
but we had a lot of fun with it.

We also enjoyed accompanying Evert
Bokma in Torelli’s trumpet concerto.

In total contrast, Steve played a piece
written for him by Dunkin Wedd in
2008. Entitled Afters, it was a de-
construction of Bach’s In himmel hoch,

complete with toy pink squeaker and
obligato interjections. Steve also pro-
vided a wonderful musical quiz.

If you missed it, you missed a brilliant
afternoon!

Clockwise from top: Getting ready to play; Steve giving some encouragement;

Taking a break, Rachel passing on her skills to her son Jacob; Riley’s ‘In C’.
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Extraordinary General Meeting

The minutes for this meeting on 7th April 2013, held in the Hayward Theatre, King’s School, Ely cannot appear on
the website until they have been ratified at the next AGM, but | can provide a summary. The purpose was to
approve the draft constitution, required in order to change the orchestra's calendar year and so that ES could apply

for charitable status.

The Charities Commission had introduced new guidelines and a new model constitution, and the previous revision
of our constitution needed amendment to reflect these. This the Treasurer, Chris Moule, produced. There was
some concern expressed about the wording of orchestral players’ rehearsals commitment, but as this was a matter
dealt with by the List of Rules associated with the Constitution rather than the official Constitution, the new
Constitution was approved unanimously.

The change of the financial year to 1st September through to 31st August was agreed unanimously. The impact on
FES will be nil, as that is how we have always operated-see page 4!

Charlotte Dean
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Friends of Ely Sinfonia (FES)

It’s that time of year again! Subscriptions are just £10 per person per orchestral year.
Have any other prices not risen since 2008? September 1st is our new financial year,
so if you want the advantage of your FES 10% discount for our next concert (Pictures

at an Exhibition on 28th Sept) please renew during August (or before). FES Renewa IS
You’ll be glad to learn that you can now pay direct into Ely Sinfonia’s account: Made Ea Sy!
Sort Code: 40 20 38 Bank a/c no: 61215582

Ref: Fsub and your name

This is obviously cheaper and quicker for you, and also easier for me with regard to endless trips to the bank. However | beg
you also to email me (charlotte-dean@talktalk.net) to say you have paid your 2013 - 14 subscription, and for how much,

together with any changes in contact details, so that | can update my records.
Of course, you can still pay by cheque to me: Charlotte Dean, 38 Dovehouse Close, Ely, Cambs, CB7 4BY.

Priority booking till 29th July: password TRIANGLE

FES Stall

anet and Terry South will not be strangers to you,
as you will have passed the FES stall which they
staff on your way to your seat at our cathedral con-
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certs. But you may not have known their names or
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just how much Ely Sinfonia owes to them.
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ES is about to be yet more in their debt, as they have
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offered to take on even more than the stall promotion of
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FES membership and the selling of merchandise.

Additional Duties

It was proving too much for Charlotte to both play in a concert, and organise the programme sellers and manage the stall
paraphernalia, together with all her cello ‘kit’. Janet came to the rescue after Charlotte’s latest virus, and is willing to be in
charge of organising the programme sellers as well as looking after the FES board and sales.

So who are these mystery Good Samaritans?

JANET was a banker for 34 years of her working life, and she says she has an obsession with counting money. No wonder
Charlotte has always felt able to leave her to it! Until retirement she had also been a Justice of the Peace for 31 years, at Ely
Courthouse until that closed in 2011, and subsequently at the Cambridge Bench.

She and Terry are both supporters of Cancer Research UK, having run the local committee for 30 years, during which time
£450,000 has gone through the books. So they are no strangers to handling money responsibly. Both have been stewards at
the cathedral since 2008, helping at services, events and concerts. Again, useful experience to bring to ES.

After 12 years in the RAF TERRY was an aircraft engineer until his retirement in 2000. He has not been idle since then: for the
past 5 years he has been secretary of the Newmarket Probus Club where, amongst other things, he has encouraged retired
professional gentleman to become computer literate.

Somehow they also find time at their home in Little Downham to look after three donkeys, a family tradition of 50 years.
The Souths have been members of FES since its inception in 2008 and are in no small way contributing to the running of “a
superb and successful orchestra” (Janet’s words). Not just extremely kind and helpful, but also efficient and responsible, the
Souths ensure that the FES stall and programme sellers are in capable hands, and ES is very grateful to them both.



